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^ HEADQUARTER^ 

MILITARY ASSISTANCE ADVISORY CROUP, INQQ- CHINA 

SAIGON (Vietnam) 


Saw- 


22 December 1954 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Ambassador Collins 


SUBJECT: Meeting with Gen Le Van Vien, 19 December 3954 


I had received word on 19 December that Le Van Vien of the Binh Xuyen, 
would like very much to talk to me concerning military matters (if you recall, 

I cleared this with you). As a result, I had lunch with Vien and members of 
his group on 21 December at his residence in Qiolon, Present were; Mr Sai Him 
Tai, Political Counselor to Vien; Mr Tram Van Gang, listed as Economist and 
Air Base Architect; Mr Tran Van An, Director of the Journal Doi Moi; Mr Nguyen 
Hin Thuan, Counselor of French Union; Mr Hoang Quang Gin, Chemist; Mr Huynh Van 
Chin, Lawyer; and Lee Kieu, Doctor, 

Vien discussed the following subjects: 


Vietnam, 


a. He states he and his people are willing to go all out to save 


b. He mentioned things he felt needed to be done, which to my mind, 
were sound and conform to your thinking, 

c. He stated that a strong government was needed and inferred that 
changes should be made. I asked him what suggestions he had. He informed me 
that he would give me hi6 opinions on 23 December, in writing, at 1000 hours. 
See In closure 1. 


(This space originally prepared for Incl 1) 


d. He stated he had tried to get all sects together at a meeting 
in May (1954) but with no luck; probably due to political aspects. He feels 
that if Ambassador Collins or I were to make an effort in this (direction, that 
such a meeting could be held and he would do sill he could to get others to 
join. 

e. Vien mentioned, as did others at the table, the need for announce' 
ment of US-French policy (I realize President has made general statement, how- 
ever, believe Vien had in mind spelling out what might be expected). People 
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want more details on what US-French stand will be in relation to their 
country. Vien felt if stand were more clear, that people would rally very 
quickly to the government. He felt they are in the dark now. All they 
know about the situation now is that the Army is tp be reduced And that, 
to them, adds up to defeat. All indications are that people are much con- 
cerned not knowing the complete picture. Vien, even "though with reputation 
for dealing in gambling, etc, certainly is a strong man. Tran Van An did 
most of the talking. He seems to have a good grasp of the situation also. 




